From the Chief Medical Officer
Dr Michael McBride

HSS(MD) 52/2020

FOR ACTION

Chief Executives, Public Health Agency/Health and Social
Care Board/HSC Trusts/ NIAS

GP Medical Advisers, Health & Social Care Board

All General Practitioners and GP Locums (for onward
distribution to practice staff)

OOHSs Medical Managers (for onward distribution to staff)

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED FULL CIRCULATION LIST

Dear Colleague

CANNABIS OIL DISGUISED AS CONFECTIONERY

Department of

Health

An Roinn Slainte

Ménnystrie O Poustie

www.health-ni.gov.uk

Castle Buildings
Stormont Estate
BELFAST
BT4 3SQ

Tel: 028 9052 0563
Email: Michael.McBride@health-ni.gov.uk

Our Ref: HSS(MD) 52/2020
Date: 21 July 2020

Following a series of arrests in West Yorkshire this week, it has been identified that a
large quantity of NERDS ROPE sweets containing cannabis oil have been

industrially manufactured.

Whilst a large amount of the contaminated product has been recovered, it is
unknown at this time how much remains missing or how widely it has been

distributed.

Attached is the Clinical Alert issued by Yorkshire Ambulance Service. Please ensure
all Emergency Departments, Paediatric services and Primary Care services are
alerted in the event of a person presenting with symptoms such as:

Loss of coordination

Hallucinations

Nausea/vomiting

Lethargy, collapse or loss of consciousness
Cardiovascular related symptoms

It is not thought this issue extends beyond West Yorkshire, but it cannot be ruled out.

Therefore, we are distributing this as a precautionary measure.

Please see link below to Department of Health and Social Care Website which gives

full details.
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https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewAndAcknowledgment/viewAttachment.aspx?Attachment_id=103632

| would be grateful if you would bring this information to the attention of all relevant
staff.

Yours sincerely
/(L(,(,og”’bﬁuf 3/Z""\ C/Q,[(/ﬁ/h

DR MICHAEL McBRIDE
Chief Medical Officer

Circulation List

Director of Public Health/Medical Director, Public Health Agency (for onward
distribution to all relevant health protection staff)

Assistant Director Public Health (Health Protection), Public Health Agency

Director of Nursing, Public Health Agency

Assistant Director of Pharmacy and Medicines Management, Health and Social Care
Board (for onward distribution to Community Pharmacies)

Directors of Pharmacy HSC Trusts

Director of Social Care and Children, HSCB

Family Practitioner Service Leads, Health and Social Care Board (for cascade to GP
Out of Hours services)

Medical Directors, HSC Trusts (for onward distribution to all Consultants,
Occupational Health Physicians and School Medical Leads)

Nursing Directors, HSC Trusts (for onward distribution to all Community Nurses, and
Midwives)

Directors of Children’s Services, HSC Trusts

RQIA (for onward transmission to all independent providers including independent
hospitals)

Medicines Management Pharmacists, HSC Board (for cascade to prescribing
advisers)

Regional Medicines Information Service, Belfast HSC Trust

Regional Pharmaceutical Procurement Service, Northern HSC Trust

Professor Donna Fitzsimons, Head of School of Nursing and Midwifery QUB

Professor Sonja Mcllfatrick, Head of School of Nursing, University of Ulster

Caroline Lee, CEC

Donna Gallagher, Open University

Professor Paul McCarron, Head of School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical
Sciences, UU

Professor Carmel Hughes, Head of School, School of Pharmacy, QUB

Professor Colin Adair, Director of the NI Centre for Pharmacy Learning and
Development, QUB

Joe Brogan, Assistant Director of Integrated Care, HSCB

Michael Donaldson, HSCB (for distribution to all General Dental Practitioners)

Raymond Curran, Head of Ophthalmic Services, HSCB (for distribution to
Community Optometrists)
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°
This letter is available on the Department of Health website at ¢
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/topics/professional-medical-and-environmental-health- :
°

°

advice/hssmd-letters-and-urgent-communications
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