




Age Group  0 - 12
Drugs Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3
Amitriptyline

16
Fluoxetine 16 25 27 34 52
Imipramine
Sertraline 16 22 19 19 33 47 53 65 79
Other Drugs in BNF 4.3
Notes:
Quarters have been merged where 

b   ll  Thi  i  t  t Some drugs requested had very little or no prescribing activity so it was not possible to report on these separately.

Not all prescription items will have been dispensed for depressive illness, drugs may be prescribed for other reasons such as neuropathic pain.

A prescription item refers to a single medicine prescribed by a doctor (or dentist/nurse/etc.) on a prescription form. This is different to quantity i.e. if salbutamol inhaler x 2 
was prescribed. This is one item with a quantity of two.

Data can only be produced on age splits of patients where the prescription form has been scanned. 

It was not possible to report on any drugs for the requested 0-6 age category due to very small, potentially disclosive numbers. The age bands provided are under 13 and 
13 to 17.

It should be noted that there are differences in prescription dispensing and processing in Northern Ireland compared to other UK regions and this should be noted if 
these statistics are to be used for comparative purposes to other parts of the UK.

For example in Northern Ireland there is no outpatient dispensing.

18

Number of prescription items dispensed to patients aged under 13 for drugs in the BNF4.3 category from April 2015 to December 2017 by financial quarter

2015 2016 2017

21 16 17 15

15 12
16 15 14

11 12 10



Age Group  13 - 17
Drugs Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3
Amitriptyline 29 29 40 70 67 78 110 119 112 94 126

Citalopram 27 36 53 54 51 49 68 91 120 134 173

Escitalopram 11 17 22
Fluoxetine 213 242 302 384 451 495 571 604 708 746 908
Fluvoxamine 13 11 11

Imipramine

Mirtazapine 30 28 43
Nortriptyline

Paroxetine
Sertraline 225 274 388 462 533 567 693 911 1096 1081 1356
Venlafaxine 11 15 25
Other Drugs in BNF 4.3
Notes:

Some drugs requested had very little or no prescribing activity so it was not possible to report on these separately.
It was not possible to report on any drugs for the requested 0-6 age category due to very small, potentially disclosive numbers. The age bands provided are under 13 and 
13 to 17.

For example in Northern Ireland there is no outpatient dispensing.

It should be noted that there are differences in prescription dispensing and processing in Northern Ireland compared to other UK regions and this should be noted if 
these statistics are to be used for comparative purposes to other parts of the UK.

Data can only be produced on age splits of patients where the prescription form has been scanned. 

A prescription item refers to a single medicine prescribed by a doctor (or dentist/nurse/etc.) on a prescription form. This is different to quantity i.e. if salbutamol inhaler x 2 
was prescribed. This is one item with a quantity of two.

Not all prescription items will have been dispensed for depressive illness, drugs may be prescribed for other reasons such as neuropathic pain.
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Number of prescription items dispensed to patients aged 13 to 17 for drugs in the BNF4.3 category from April 2015 to December 2017 by financial quarter

2015 2016 2017

11 22

22 23 20

<10

11

16

Quarters have been merged where numbers are small. This is to prevent potential for disclosure of personal information through small numbers.

21 15 14 22
-                                                                     19 27

<10 37

23 14
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