Business Services Chief Executive

/| Organisation 2 Franklin Street
BELFAST
BT2 8DQ
October 24th 2018
Tel: 028 9536 3863
BY EMAIL Email: FOIL.BSO@hscni.net

Our Ref: FOI 961
Dear IINENEGIGER

Your request for information was received on October 18" 2018 and was dealt with
under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Piease be advised that the
Business Services Organisation {(BSO) has now completed its search for the
information you requested with regards to Temporary Heaithcare Staffing.

1.

Is there a framework agreement in place for procuring medical locums? If so
what is it, when is it up for renewal, how do agencies apply and who is the
point of contact?

The relevant documentation is Framework Agreement Reference 500694 Medical
Locums. The term for this Framework is 01/12/2017 — 30/11/2019, with options for
further extensions totalling no more than 24 months. There is no provision to join
the Framework during its lifespan.

In order for a supplier to be placed on the Framework they had to participate in a
competitive tendering exercise. Following completion of the tender exercise a
number of suppliers were appointed to the Framework. The tender exercise was
published via eTendersNt (https://etendersni.gov.uk) and an advertisement of the
tender opportunity was placed in the Open Journal of the European Union (OJEU).

This Framework is managed by the Specialist Procurement Manager at the
Business Services Organisation’s Procurement and Logistics Service (PaLS).
Future tender opportunities will be advertised in the OJEU with the documents
being made available via eTendersNI.

Is there a framework agreement in place for procuring agency nurses/HCA’s?
If so what is it, when is it up for renewal, how do agencies apply and who is
the point of contact?

The relevant documentation is Framework Agreement Reference 486666
Nurses and Health Care support Workers. The term for this Framework is
01/12/2017 — 30/11/2019, with options for further extensions totalling no more
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than 24 months. There is no provision to join the Framework during its lifespan.

In order for a supplier to be placed on the Framework they had to participate in a
competitive tendering exercise. Following completion of the tender exercise a
number of suppliers were appointed to the Framework. The tender exercise was
published via eTendersNI (https://etendersni.gov.uk) and an advertisement of the
tender opportunity was placed in the OJEU.

The Framework is managed by the Specialist Procurement Manager at PaLS.
Future tender opportunities will be advertised in the OJEU with the documents
being made available via eTendersNI

3. What is the spend on medical locums split by health board over the last 12
months?

| wish to advise that BSO is not in a position to provide an answer to this question.
Please direct this question to the 5 Health and Social Care (HSC) Trusts:

Belfast HSC Trust (publicliaison@belfasttrust.hscni.net)

Northern HSC Trust (info.governance@northerntrust.hscni.net)

South Eastern HSC Trust (informationgovernance@setrust.hscni.net)
Southern HSC Trust (Foi.Team@southerntrust.hscni.net)

Western HSC Trust (foi.request@westerntrust.hscni.net)

4. What is the spend on agency nurses/HCA's split by health board over the
last 12 months?

Please refer to Question 3, above.

| hope that the information provided assists you. If you are dissatisfied in any way with
the handling of your request, you have the right to request a review. You should do
this as soon as possible or in any case within two months of the date of issue of this
letter.

In the event that you require a review to be undertaken, you can do so by writing to

Information Governance Manager,
2 Franklin Street,

Belfast,

BT2 8DQ

If, following an internal review, carried out by an independent decision making panel,
you remain dissatisfied in any way with the handling of the request, you may make a
complaint under Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act, to the Information
Commissioner’s Office and ask that they investigate whether the BSO has complied
with the terms of the Freedom of Information Act.

You can contact Information Commissioner at:

Website: www.ico.org.uk

Phone: 0303 123 1113

Email: casework@ico.org.uk

Post: Information Commissioner's Office




3rd Floor, 14 Cromac Place
Belfast
BT7 2JB

In most circumstances the Information Commissioner will not investigate a complaint
uniess an internal review procedure has been carried out. However the Commissioner
has the option to investigate the matter at his discretion.

Yours Si ely,
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Liam Mclvor
Chief Executive





