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5" August 2019

Tel: 028 9536 3863
BY EMAIL Email: FOLBSO@hscni.net

Our Ref: FOI 1093
Dear I

Your request for information was received on 31% July 2019 and was dealt with under
the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Please be advised that the
Business Services Organisation (BSO) has now completed its search for the
information you requested with regards to dental practice allowance figures.

* Can you please advise if we will be able to receive copies of the practice
allowance statements paid in May 2019 for all sites?

* Please can you advise who the following DS numbers on below sites belong
too as they don’t match any Associates we had during that period

Please can you kindly advise what your comments mean, i.e.

* Does the ‘yes’ in red mean that these Associates have been removed from the
practice?

* The DS numbers in red is that confirmation of the correct ones?

| can advise that, in line with previous correspondence issued ||| EEGTGTGEGEGN:y
BSO’s Family Practitioner Service (FPS), the existing legislation only allows for the
Health and Social Care Board (HSCB) to make arrangements for the provision of
general dental services with individual dental practitioners.

The practice allowance for individual dentist is therefore considered to be personal
information, and is exempt from disclosure under Section 40(2) of The Freedom of
Information Act (2000). | can confirm, therefore, that BSO are unable to provide you
with this information.

| would refer you to the Information Commissioner's Office Decision Notice published
02.07.19:

https.//ico.org.uk/media/action-weve-taken/decision-
notices/2019/2615330/fs50803792.pdf

Providing Support to Health and Social Care



With regards to the attached excel spreadsheet and your queries regarding the
information contained; we are unable to comment on this as it is personal information
specific to each individual dentist,

| would also refer you to the live dental list which is available via the link below:

http://www.hscbusiness.hscni.net/services/2070.htm

| hope that the information provided assists you. If you are dissatisfied in any way with
the handling of your request, you have the right to request a review. You should do
this as soon as possible or in any case within two months of the date of issue of this
letter.

In the event that you require a review to be undertaken, you can do so by writing to

Information Governance Manager,
2 Franklin Street,

Belfast,

BT2 8DQ

If, following an internal review, carried out by an independent decision making panel,
you remain dissatisfied in any way with the handling of the request, you may make a
complaint under Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act, to the Information
Commissioner’s Office and ask that they investigate whether the BSO has complied
with the terms of the Freedom of Information Act.

You can contact Information Commissioner at:

Website: WWW.iC0.0rg.uk
Phone: 03031231113

Email: casework@ico.org.uk

Post: Information Commissioner's Office
3rd Floor, 14 Cromac Place
Belfast
BT7 2JB

In most circumstances the Information Commissioner will not investigate a complaint
unless an internal review procedure has been carried out. However the Commissioner
has the option to investigate the matter at his discretion.

Yours fSinc;er,
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Liam Mclvor
Chief Executive






