Business Services _ _
. . Chief Executive
/4 Organisation 2 Franklin Street

BELFAST
BT2 8DQ

Tel: 028 9536 3863
Email: FOI.BSO@hscni.net

7th February 2022

BY EMAIL

Our Ref: FOI 1657

Dear [}

Your request for information was received on 19" January 2022 and was dealt with
under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Please be advised that the
Business Services Organisation (BSO) has now reviewed your request for information
in relation to costs charged to the Northern Health & Social Care Trust (NHSCT) by
the BSO, in the defence of the claims you had requested details of in your previous
information request.

| can explain that the NHSCT pays for legal services from the BSO by way of a block
contract, which is a global figure that covers the provision of all legal services; the
Trust is not charged for individual cases. Therefore there was no separate charge from
the BSO for the cases you have highlighted.

| hope that the information provided assists you. If you are dissatisfied in any way with
the handling of your request, you have the right to request a review. You should do
this as soon as possible or in any case within two months of the date of issue of this
letter.

In the event that you require a review to be undertaken, you can do so by writing to
Information Governance Manager,
2 Franklin Street,

Belfast,
BT2 8DQ

Providing Support to Health and Social Care



If, following an internal review, carried out by an independent decision making panel,
you remain dissatisfied in any way with the handling of the request, you may make a
complaint under Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act, to the Information
Commissioner’s Office and ask that they investigate whether the BSO has complied
with the terms of the Freedom of Information Act.

You can contact Information Commissioner at:

Website: WWW.ic0.0rg.uk

Phone: 0303 123 1113

Email: casework@ico.org.uk

Post: Information Commissioner's Office
3rd Floor, 14 Cromac Place
Belfast
BT7 2JB

In most circumstances the Information Commissioner will not investigate a complaint
unless an internal review procedure has been carried out. However the Commissioner
has the option to investigate the matter at his discretion.

Yours Sincerely,

Karen Bailey
Acting Chief Executive



Business Services _ .
. . Chief Executive
// Organisation 2 Franklin Street

BELFAST
BT2 8DQ

Tel: 028 9536 3863
Email: FOILBSO@hscni.net

01 March 2022

BY EMAIL

Our Ref: FOI 1657

Dear |}

Further to the formal response letter that was issued to you on 7" February 2022 in
relation to the above Freedom of Information request and your subsequent
correspondence on 8" February 2022, | wish to provide further clarification.

As your request involves information pertaining to costs incurred to the Northern
Health & Social Care Trust (NHSCT) for an Employment Tribunal in relation to a third
party, the BSO deem this information to considered exempt from disclosure as set out
in Section 40 (3A) (a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

This exemption is absolute and no public interest test is required. The identification of
named individuals or information that would identify them constitutes personal data as
defined in the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA) and disclosing it would breach the fair
processing principle set out in the DPA.

| hope that the information provided assists you. If you are dissatisfied in any way with
the handling of your request, you have the right to request a review. You should do
this as soon as possible or in any case within two months of the date of issue of this
letter.

In the event that you require a review to be undertaken, you can do so by writing to
Information Governance Manager,
2 Franklin Street,

Belfast,
BT2 8DQ

Providing Support to Health and Social Care



If, following an internal review, carried out by an independent decision making panel,
you remain dissatisfied in any way with the handling of the request, you may make a
complaint under Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act, to the Information
Commissioner’s Office and ask that they investigate whether the BSO has complied
with the terms of the Freedom of Information Act.

You can contact Information Commissioner at:

Website: WWW.ic0.0rg.uk

Phone: 0303 123 1113

Email: casework@ico.org.uk

Post: Information Commissioner's Office
3rd Floor, 14 Cromac Place
Belfast
BT7 2JB

In most circumstances the Information Commissioner will not investigate a complaint
unless an internal review procedure has been carried out. However the Commissioner
has the option to investigate the matter at his discretion.

Yours Sincerely,

‘ 14 /\gZi /o) /67

Karen Bailey
Acting Chief Executive





