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Management of Sharps Incidents in Dental Practices & GP Practices
Please Treat as a Medical Emergency

INJURY — injured person should stop work at once,
inform source patient and ask them to wait in surgery
]

[ Injured person should carry out First Aid ]

[ Injured person should report to person in charge ]
v

Person in charge should discuss incident with source patient, carry out risk assessment of source patient for blood
borne viruses (BBVs) and arrange for this patient to have testing for BBVs according to the local arrangements.

Il
Further actions for person in charge ]\‘
Regarding
source patient

A 4 A 4

%rson in charge should: \ ﬂmon in charge should: \
- arrange appointment for injured person at - inform the source patient’s GP

Regarding
injured person

Occupational Health Service (OHS) if about the outcome of the risk
inside normal working hours** assessment and check that the GP
- if outside normal working hours and only agrees with it
if the outcome of the risk assessment of arrange a blood sample from the
the source patient is high risk arrange for source patient for BBVs (Hepatitis
injured person to report to A&E B, Hepatitis C & HIV), and
- inform OHS about the incident ASAP arrange for sample to go to
- send source patient’s details, outcome of Regional Virus Laboratory ***
risk assessment and information on source
blood testing with recipient to OHS/A&E For incidents occurring inside normal
You MUST inform the OHS/A&E AT ONCE if the working hours, the OHS can assist with
source person is known to be HIV POSITIVE, or if advising about risk assessment and blood

they have been assessed by you or their GP as testing of the source patient.
HIGH RISK for BBVs.

First Aid - bleed puncture wound gently under running water, wash with soap and water and
cover. Do not suck wound.

If blood splash to eyes irrigate with water (sterile if available); if contact lenses worn,

irrigate again after lenses removed.

*%

The OHS (and A&E) will follow local policy for blood and body fluid exposure management.
The OHS will follow up the source patient blood results and inform the injured person of
results.

wkk Regional Virus Laboratory information — blood sample must be sent without delay and
marked as URGENT

State clearly that sample is from the source of a needle stick injury; the laboratory must be
informed that the blood sample is in transit to the lab.

Regional Virus Laboratory Contact Details: 028 90635242 /028 90632662

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES. CONTACT DETAILS
BHSCT Occupational Health Service 028 9504 0401 WHSCT Occupational Health Service 028 71611407
NHSCT Occupational Health Service 028 9442 4401 SHSCT Occupational Health Service 028 3741 2473
SEHSCT Occupational Health Service 028 9056 1300
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