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Dear Colleague

MONKEYPOX VACCINATION

Action required

Chief Executives must ensure that:

- the information in this letter is shared with occupational health departments and
other relevant teams for action.

- the Trust has arrangements in place to carry out occupational health risk
assessment to identify those staff at risk of exposure to monkeypox who should be
offered vaccination with the smallpox vaccine.

- aseven day arrangement to vaccinate eligible occupational and community contacts

of monkeypox is in place.

1. You will be aware of the ongoing outbreak of Monkeypox affecting the UK and
other countries across the world. The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) is
leading the response to the incident in the UK. The Public Health Agency, and
SPPG are appropriately involved in aspects of that work and are working with
Trusts to ensure appropriate arrangements for the management of cases and
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contacts are in place in Northern Ireland. | would like to thank colleagues across
HSC for their work in this regard.

Recommendations on use of smallpox vaccine for those at occupational risk

2.

As part of the response to the monkeypox outbreak, the role of vaccination using
the MVA-BN (Imvanex) smallpox vaccine has been considered by UKHSA experts.
New guidance has now been published by UKHSA setting out the current
recommendations on vaccination during the current incident. This guidance can be
found here https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/monkeypox-guidance

UKHSA has stock of MBA-BN and Northern Ireland has received an allocation.
Trust pharmacies will be aware of the arrangements to obtain and deploy the
vaccine should it be required. It should be noted that stocks are currently limited
and steps should be taken to ensure that vaccination is only recommended after an
occupational health risk assessment for staff, and a recommendation from the
Public Health Agency for close contacts of cases.

| would draw your particular attention to the recommendations in the guidance on
pre-exposure vaccination of staff at risk of occupational exposure to Monkeypox.
Individuals identified as at risk of exposure following an occupational health
assessment, should be offered pre-exposure vaccination. This is in line with
current policy in the ‘Green Book: Immunisation against Infectious Disease’.

HCWs who should be prioritized are those risk assessed by OH teams as being at
greater risk, staff caring for infected cases; and lab staff, if they have an exposure
event risk assessed by OH as requiring post-exposure prophylaxis. Those
individuals undertaking environmental decontamination should also be considered
at risk of exposure, even if they will be wearing full PPE. | am advised that this
refers to staff decontaminating homes, rather than cleaning staff in Trusts.

In light of the evolving epidemic in the gay, bisexual and other men who have sex
with men (GBMSM) population in 2022, preexposure vaccination for staff working
in sexual health services who have been identified to assess suspected cases is
also recommended.

Whilst the priority is to ensure appropriate PPE is worn, MVA-BN may be offered to
provide additional protection, depending on the nature and timing of exposure risk,
as described.

Recommendations on post exposure vaccination

8.

The vaccine is also recommended for use after individuals have had very close
contact with a case. The guidance sets out the types of contacts who would be
offered vaccination. It includes health care and community contacts.
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9. Vaccination should be administered as soon as possible and within 4 days after an
identified exposure to prevent or attenuate infection. While vaccination has been
used up to 14 days post exposure in earlier UK incidents, the context of the current
outbreak and limited supply, post exposure vaccination should be given eligible
contacts ideally within 4 days. Therefore, it is important that Trusts continue to
have arrangements in place to offer vaccination to occupational and community
contacts on a 7-day basis until further notice. | would like to acknowledge the
efforts to put this in place and thank all involved for continuing to ensure this is
available.

10. Further information on the use of the vaccine including contact management matrix
and recommendations on the use of the vaccine up to 14 days after the exposure
are set out in the UKHSA guidance.

Wider public health and service response to Monkeypox

11.Vaccination is only part of our response to monkeypox and PHA and SPPG are
leading a regional steering group and a number of workstreams including on
vaccination and supporting clinical pathways. The PHA is ensuring that
appropriate information and support is being provided to at risk groups through the
relevant sexual health networks. SPPG has written to Trusts in respect of the
process for logging financial pressures associated with the service response to
monkeypox. In the meantime | would be grateful if you could ensure the content of
this letter is drawn to the attention of the relevant staff and that you ensure
arrangements are in place to identify and vaccinate staff who are eligible for pre-
exposure vaccination and that seven day arrangements to vaccinate eligible close
contacts remain in place.

Yours sincerely

/(iu,wg/bq/ug )/Z’V\ C(,}Q£Uﬁ/\k,

PROFESSOR SIR MICHAEL McBRIDE
Chief Medical Officer
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This letter is available on the Department of Health website at o
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/topics/professional-medical-and-environmental-health-advice/hssmd- :
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