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To:  All Community Pharmacists 

14th February 2023 

 

Dear colleague 

Part III appliance out of pocket pilot- January 2023 

 

The Northern Ireland Drug Tariff (NIDT) details the information below in relation to the claiming of out-

of-pocket expenses, which is reflective of the position in the English Drug Tariff 

Drug Tariff (hscni.net) 

“Where additional expenses have been incurred in obtaining from a manufacturer or wholesaler 

supplies of a drug, chemical reagent or appliance (other than those items for which prices are given 

in Parts I Category A and M, II and III of the Tariff), which the chemist or appliance supplier does not 

frequently require to provide, or where out of pocket expenses have been incurred in obtaining 

oxygen specially for supply against a prescription, payment of the amount incurred will be made if the 

contractor submits a claim giving details to the BSO with the appropriate prescription form and the 

BSO is satisfied that the additional expenses were necessarily incurred and were reasonable”. 

A number of issues have been raised with SPPG/BSO in terms of Part III NIDT items which require 

sourcing from specialist suppliers where an additional charge is being levied to bring the item into 

Northern Ireland, following EU Exit. 

Proposed Pilot Initiative 

BSO, with the agreement of CPNI, will be running a pilot to ascertain the extent of this issue, and 

when appropriate, will reimburse the contractor the out-of-pocket expense (with evidence provided by 

submitting an invoice with the prescription). 

This pilot will need to be managed within current BSO resources, and in this pilot phase, the number 

of requests which will be able to be processed will depend on capacity within the BSO team 

How will these “pilot” products be identified? 

https://hscbusiness.hscni.net/services/2034.htm
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If a contractor wishes a product to be considered for this pilot, they need to advise CPNI who will then 

notify SPPG. A copy of an invoice should be shared with CPNI for onwards dissemination to SPPG. 

All requests will be considered at the monthly Drug Tariff Management Group. 

How will all contractors be aware of the drugs which are “included” in the pilot? 

A sub-section will be created within the BSO Drug Tariff section where all products which have been 

approved for the pilot will be included 


