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Sodium valproate: all preparations are now special containers 

From 1 October 2023, all licensed medicines containing sodium valproate, 

valproic acid and semisodium valproate were reclassified as special 

containers so where the quantity on a prescription is not for a quantity in an original 

pack size or multiple of pack sizes, the nearest number of full packs will be 

reimbursed (either rounded up or down; rounded down when the quantity prescribed 

is exactly half way between rounding up or down). This was detailed in the Northern 

Ireland Drug October 2023 Advance Notice MPS_3099_October-2023_DT_AN.pdf 

(hscni.net) 

The BSO payment rules around the management of special containers are available 

at the link Payment Rules - Business Services Organisation (BSO) Website 

(hscni.net).  

However, for all valproate prescriptions, the “nearest quantity rule” will always apply 

when there are more than one special container pack. 

A number of worked examples below detail the scenarios which you may encounter 

in practice. 

Worked examples 

Number 1 

From the “payment rules”: 

Where quantity a multiple of single special container pack, payment is based on 

using that single special container pack 

Sodium Valproate 100mg tablets 

Only pack size is 30 

Prescribed Quantity on 
Prescription  

Quantity to be coded and 
paid 

Pack Used for Payment 
 
 

14 30 30 

28 30 30 

56 60 30 

84 90 30 

112 120 30 

156 150 30 

 

https://bso.hscni.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/MPS_3099_October-2023_DT_AN.pdf
https://bso.hscni.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/MPS_3099_October-2023_DT_AN.pdf
https://bso.hscni.net/directorates/operations/family-practitioner-services/pharmacy/contractor-information/payment-rules-2/
https://bso.hscni.net/directorates/operations/family-practitioner-services/pharmacy/contractor-information/payment-rules-2/


Number 2 

From the “payment rules” 

Where quantity is a multiple of more than one special container pack, the “nearest 

quantity rule” will always apply when there are more than one special container pack 

 

 

Sodium Valproate 500mg gastro-resistant tablets 

Two pack sizes are 30 and 100 

Prescribed Quantity on 
Prescription  

Quantity to be coded and 
paid 

Pack Used for Payment 
 
 

14 30 30 

28 30 30 

56 60 30 

84 90 30 

100 100 100 

112 120 30 

156 150 30 

168 180 30 

200 200 100 

 

The codes for these products will not change in the BSO Pharmaceutical Code Book 

Code Book and Amendments - Business Services Organisation (BSO) Website 

(hscni.net). Contractors should always refer the online version of the Codebook to 

ensure accurate processing by the BSO. 

If you have any queries please contact Mark Nelson Mark.Nelson@hscni.net  

 

https://bso.hscni.net/directorates/operations/family-practitioner-services/pharmacy/contractor-information/code-book-and-amendments-2/
https://bso.hscni.net/directorates/operations/family-practitioner-services/pharmacy/contractor-information/code-book-and-amendments-2/
mailto:Mark.Nelson@hscni.net

