
 

Operations Directorate 
Family Practitioner Services 
Pharmaceutical Services 
2 Franklin Street 
Belfast 
BT2 8DQ  

25th January 2024 

Ref: MPS 3148 

Pilot: Out of Pocket Expenses for Laryngectomy and Tracheostomy Products 

(Part III (f) Northern Ireland Drug Tariff) 

Background  

The criteria for out-of-pocket expenses, is detailed in the Northern Ireland Drug Tariff 

(NIDT) Drug Tariff - Business Services Organisation (BSO) Website (hscni.net)   

Current issue 

Laryngectomy and tracheostomy products are appliances which are included in Part 

III (f) of the NIDT, Tracheostomy and Laryngectomy (hscni.net).  

These products are initiated within secondary care and their usage is also monitored 

by secondary care healthcare professionals. However, the supply route is currently 

within primary care from community pharmacies via a HS21 written by a prescriber in 

their GP practice.  

CPNI have highlighted that, because out-of-pocket expenses cannot currently be 

claimed for these items, pharmacies are dispensing at considerable financial loss.  

Primary care pilot 

A pilot will be run for 6 months in the first instance (February to July’24 

prescriptions) when out-of-pocket expenses will be “allowed” for these items. The 

aim moving forward is that these products will transition back to secondary care for 

both prescribing and supply, but this will take some time to work through 

operationally 

Submission of prescriptions to BSO 

During the pilot period, for those claiming an “out of pocket” for items in Part 

III (f) of the NIDT only, prescriptions should be submitted in the uncoded/part 

coded bundle (even though these products have codes they must always be 

diamonded) in line with all out-of-pocket claims, with an invoice attached, 

please ensure that you endorse the serial number of the prescription on the attached 

invoice.   

https://bso.hscni.net/directorates/operations/family-practitioner-services/pharmacy/contractor-information/drug-tariff-and-related-materials/drug-tariff-2/
https://bso.hscni.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/DT_Part_3f-2401.pdf


The prescriptions should also be endorsed with the out-of-pocket claim, along with 

the endorsement Part III (f) pilot (see Appendix 1).  

Prescriptions issued prior to February 2024 will not receive an out of pocket expense 

even if submitted as part of the February 2024 prescription submission or 

subsequent submissions. 

If you have any queries, please contact 

mark.nelson@hscni.net (Pharmacy Advisor, Strategic Planning and Performance 

Group)  

and/or  

Edward.Ashby@hscni.net (Pricing Team Leader, Family Practitioner Services 

(Pharmaceutical), Business Services Organisation 
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