
 

Operations Directorate 
Family Practitioner Services 
Pharmaceutical Services 
2 Franklin Street 
Belfast 
BT2 8DQ  

15th February 2024 

Ref: MPS 3161 

 

Deletion of Fontus Health Aproderm® skin products from the Northern Ireland 

Drug Tariff 

Fontus Health have advised the Department of Health that they will no longer be 
supplying the products below into the Northern Ireland market  

• Aproderm® Colloidal Oat Cream 

• Aproderm® Emollient Starter 

• Aproderm® Emollient Cream 

• Aproderm® Ointment 

• Aproderm® Gel 

• Aproderm® Barrier Cream 

• Aproderm® Protective Spray 
 
 
These products will therefore be removed from the April 2024 edition of the Northern 
Ireland Drug Tariff.  
 
Action for Prescribers  
1. Primary care prescribers should not initiate any new patients on the products 
above.  

2. GP practices should search for patients who have been prescribed any of these  
products within the last 6 months and prescribe a suitable alternative for the patient. 
Please link in with the patient’s usual community pharmacy before prescribing an 
alternative as the pharmacy may have some stock in their dispensary which they can 
dispense to the patient before an alternative is recommended  
 
The Northern Ireland Formulary should be referenced for the preferred choices for 
emollient products and includes information on cost effective options. 13.2.1 
Emollients | NI Formulary (hscni.net).  

For those patients where paraffin products are contraindicated, Epimax® paraffin 
free emollient is a suitable alternative. 

 
Action for Community Pharmacists  
If you receive a prescription for any of the products detailed above written after the 
31st March 2024, this should be returned to the prescriber for an alternative product 
as you will not be reimbursed for these items.  
 

https://niformulary.hscni.net/formulary/13-0-skin/13-2-emollients-and-barrier-preparations/13-2-1-emollients/
https://niformulary.hscni.net/formulary/13-0-skin/13-2-emollients-and-barrier-preparations/13-2-1-emollients/


If you have any queries, please contact 

mark.nelson@hscni.net (Pharmacy Advisor, Strategic Planning and Performance 

Group)  

and/or  

Edward.Ashby@hscni.net (Pricing Team Leader, Family Practitioner Services 

(Pharmaceutical), Business Services Organisation) 
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