
 

 

From Kathryn Turner 
Pharmacy Lead, SPPG 
 

 

 
 
By email 
 

To all community pharmacies 

 
Strategic Planning and Performance Group 
2 Franklin Street 
BELFAST 
BT2 8DQ 
 
Tel: 028 9536 3683 
Email: kathryn.turner@hscni.net  
 
Date: 29th May 2024 

 
 

Dear Contractor  
 
PHASED INTRODUCTION OF REVISED DISCOUNTING ARRANGEMENTS AND 
ZERO DISCOUNT FOR CONCESSIONARY PRICED DRUGS 
 
Further to Mr Joe’s Brogan’s letter on 15th January 2024, when information was provided 
on the phased introduction of the revised discounting arrangements, I write to advise 
that with the April 2024 prescription payment, there will be a transition to the second 
transitional phase, as highlighted below 

 
Prescription 
month 

Prior 
to 
Jan’24 

Jan-
March’24 

April-
June’24 

July-
sept’24 

Oct-
Dec’ 
24 

Jan-
March’25 

April’25 
onwards 

Old system 
weight 
 

100% 85% 70% 50% 30% 15% 0% 

New 
system 
weight 

0% 15% 30% 50% 70% 85% 100% 

 

Contractors will continue to receive their accounts from BSO which will document the 
discount applied. During the transition to the new discount model, both the old(“legacy”) 
rate and new (“revised”) rates of discount will be detailed. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

ZERO DISCOUNT FOR CONCESSIONARY PRICED DRUGS  

From April 2024, Minister has given approval that all drugs which have been awarded a 
concessionary price will be granted Zero Discount status and this will be reflected in 
April 2024 prescription payment (at the end of May’24) 

Consideration is being given as to how the modelling tool, which was available on the 
BSO website for the first phase of the transitional changes, can best be updated to 
reflect the changes April-June 2024 and onwards 

Further correspondence will be issued as we progress through the transition and SPPG 
and BSO will continue to monitor the impact of the revised discounting arrangements on 
all contractors 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kathryn Turner 
Pharmacy Lead 
Strategic Planning and Performance Group 


