
    

From the Chief Medical Officer 
Professor Sir Michael McBride 
 

 

HSS(MD) 29/2024 
 
FOR ACTION  
Chief Executives, Public Health Agency/HSC Trusts/NIAS 
Deputy Secretary SPPG 
GP Medical Advisers, SPPG 
All General Practitioners and GP Locums (for onward  
 distribution to practice staff) and Community  
Pharmacies 
OOHs Medical Managers (for onward distribution to staff)  
 
PLEASE SEE ATTACHED FULL CIRCULATION LIST 

 

Castle Buildings 
Stormont Estate 
BELFAST 
BT4 3SQ 
 
Tel:  028 9052 0563 
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Our Ref: HSS(MD) 29/2024 
Date:       27 August 2024 

 
Dear Colleague 
 
MHRA DRUG SAFETY UPDATE- YELLOW CARD BIOBANK: CALL TO 
CONTRIBUTE TO STUDY OF GENETIC LINKS TO SIDE EFFECTS 
 
The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) have issued the 
below Drug Safety Update. 
 
Please find the link to the complete MHRA Drug Safety Update included below: 
 
Yellow Card Biobank: call to contribute to study of genetic links to side effects 
 
Support this initiative to explore whether there is a genetic basis of side effects 
associated with direct-acting oral anticoagulants (DOACs) and allopurinol. 
 
For questions about the biobank, you can email Yellowcardbiobank@mhra.gov.uk or 
call 0203 080 6600 (lines are open Monday-Friday, 9am-12pm excluding bank 
holidays. Calls are charged at the standard rate).  For general queries or more 
information, contact info@mhra.gov.uk 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

PROFESSOR SIR MICHAEL McBRIDE  PROFESSOR CATHY HARRISON 
Chief Medical Officer    Chief Pharmaceutical Officer  
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Dr Camille Harron, NIMDTA 
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This letter is available on the Department of Health website at    
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/topics/professional-medical-and-environmental-health-

advice/hssmd-letters-and-urgent-communications 
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