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To:  All Community Pharmacists 

16th August 2024 

 

Dear colleague 

CODING OF INSTALMENT DISPENSING HS21 FORMS 

BSO would like to remind contractors of the requirements for instalment dispensing of a 

prescription. The prescriber must have clearly endorsed which items are to be dispensed by 

instalment and along with the frequency of dispensing.  

The Northern Ireland Drug Tariff (NIDT) provides further detail around which medicines are 

appropriate for instalment dispensing and the circumstances when it would be appropriate, 

point 21 at the link below.  

 General Notes (hscni.net) 

Please note  

1. Some practices may add information to the prescription by means of highlighting 

arrangements such as “Uses MDS” or “Notes For Dispenser: Blister pack”.  

These messages, as shown in example 1, are for communication purposes only and are not 

endorsement for Instalment Dispensing as per the NIDT. Instalment dispensing fees must not 

be claimed. 

2. Contractors may only claim instalment dispensing for items clearly endorsed by the 

prescriber for instalment dispensing, such as shown in example 2 

 

3. Contractors must ensure they endorse the date of first dispensing and number of fees 

claimed for each subsequent instalment dispensed 

https://bso.hscni.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/DT_Part_0-2408.pdf
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Please ensure that your coding does not obscure the large 2D barcode printed on the 

prescription form as this contains vital prescribing information. 

 

 

 

If you have any queries, please contact 

 Mark.nelson@hscni.net (Pharmacy Advisor, Strategic Planning and Performance Group)  

and/or  

Edward.ashby@hscni.net (Pricing Team Leader, Family Practitioner Services (Pharmaceutical), 

Business Services Organisation 

 

Example 1 

This form does not have an appropriate prescriber endorsement for instalment dispensing and 

should not have been coded for instalment dispensing 

 

mailto:Mark.nelson@hscni.net
mailto:Edward.ashby@hscni.net
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Example 2 

This form has an appropriate prescriber endorsement for instalment dispensing and has been 

coded correctly for instalment dispensing 

• i.e. the date of first dispensing has been endorsed 

• the correct number of fees have been claimed for subsequent instalments 
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