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To:  All Community Pharmacists 

5th February 2025 

 

Dear colleague 

 

CODING OF PART 1  ADAPALENE 0.1% / BENZOYL PEROXIDE 2.5% GEL 45g AND ADAPALENE 

0.3% / BENZOYL PEROXIDE 2.5% GEL 45g 

BSO have been made aware that the only licensed 45g pump packs of both adapalene 0.1% / 

benzoyl peroxide 2.5% gel and adapalene 0.3% / benzoyl peroxide 2.5% gel have been 

discontinued and there is only a 60g pump pack for each strength remaining.  

As an interim arrangement, for February 2025 prescriptions, where a contractor receives a 

prescription written for the Part 1 generic adapalene 0.1% / benzoyl peroxide 2.5% gel 45g or 

adapalene 0.3% / benzoyl peroxide 2.5% gel 45g, the only product which is available to 

dispense is the 60g pump pack for both strengths.  

Prescriptions for the Part 1 product ADAPALENE 0.1% / BENZOYL PEROXIDE 2.5% GEL (45g) 

should be coded using the Part 1 generic code 14915 over 60, or multiples thereof if the 

prescribed quantity is greater than 45g (e.g.2 packs (90g). 

Prescriptions for the Part 1 product ADAPALENE 0.3% / BENZOYL PEROXIDE 2.5% GEL (45g) 

should be coded using the Part 1 generic code 73987 over 60, or multiples thereof if the 

prescribed quantity is greater than 45g (e.g.2 packs (90g).  

To note, the price of 60g pump pack for both strengths is £27.80, is 133% the price of the 45g 

pump pack (£20.85)  
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These prescriptions must be placed in the amended batch of your submission to ensure you 

are correctly reimbursed for dispensing the 60g pump pack.  

If you have any queries, please contact  

Mark.nelson@hscni.net  (Pharmacy Advisor, Strategic Planning and Performance Group) 

and/or  

Edward.ashby@hscni.net  (Pricing Team Leader, Family Practitioner Services (Pharmaceutical), 

Business Services Organisation 
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