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Dear Colleague

MHRA DRUG SAFETY UPDATE- PROLONGED-RELEASE OPIOIDS: REMOVAL
OF INDICATION FOR RELIEF OF POST-OPERATIVE PAIN

The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has issued the
below Drug Safety Update.

Healthcare Professionals are asked to note and action the advice for healthcare
professionals and advice for healthcare professionals to provide to patients contained
within the Drug Safety Update.

Please find the link to the complete MHRA Drug Safety Update included below:
Prolonged-release opioids: Removal of indication for relief of post-operative

pain

The indication for the treatment of post-operative pain has been removed from the
licences of all prolonged release opioids due to the increased risk of persistent post-
operative opioid use (PPOU) and opioid-induced ventilatory impairment (OIVI).

It is not recommended to use transdermal patches for the treatment of post-operative
pain.
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Report suspected reactions

If a patient experiences any side effect or is recognised by the prescriber to be
experiencing a side effect related to post-operative analgesia to a medicine,
prescribers, patients, or carers are asked to report this to the MHRA through:

o the Yellow Card website.

o the Yellow Card app; download from the Apple App Store or Google Play
Store

e some clinical IT systems for healthcare professionals

This will assist the MHRA to monitor the rates reported in the UK and therefore to
further protect public health.

When reporting suspected adverse drug reactions, please provide as much
information as possible, including information about medical history, any concomitant
medication, onset timing, and treatment dates.

For queries or more information, please contact info@mhra.gov.uk

Yours sincerely
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