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To:  All Community Pharmacists

28" March 2025

Dear colleague

Medicine Supply Notification: Apraclonidine (lopidine®) 5mg/ml (0.5%) eye drops
Tier 2 — medium impact

Medicines Supply Tool — SPS - Specialist Pharmacy Service — The first stop for professional
medicines advice

Summary
e Apraclonidine (lopidine®) 5mg/ml (0.5%) eye drops are out of stock until early September
2025.
e Limited supplies of parallel imported apraclonidine (lopidine®) 5mg/ml (0.5%) eye drops are
available.

e Brimonidine 0.2% eye drops remain available and can support increased demand.
e Apraclonidine 10mg/ml (1%) preservative free unit dose eye drops remain available and can
support increased demand.


https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/tools/medicines-supply-tool/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/tools/medicines-supply-tool/
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Where apraclonidine (lopidine®) 5mg/ml (0.5%) eye drops are not available, clinicians in
secondary care should:

e not initiate new patients on apraclonidine 5mg/ml (0.5%) eye drops;

e review existing patients to determine if this is still the most suitable therapy;

e consider prescribing brimonidine 0.2% eye drops, if appropriate, until the shortage has
resolved, taking into account treatments the patient has previously tried, or

e if this is not suitable or not tolerated, consider prescribing apraclonidine (lopidine®)
10mg/ml (1%) preservative free unit dose eye drops (off-label), and

e review local guidance on prescribing of apraclonidine 10mg/ml (1%) preservative free unit
dose eye drops in primary care, and liaise with primary care colleagues, as needed.

Clinicians in primary care who are presented with a request for a further supply of apraclonidine
5mg/ml (0.5%) eye drops should seek advice from the patient’'s specialist on the most
appropriate management option, if no communication has been issued locally.

Where alternative eye drops are prescribed, ensure the patient is not intolerant to any of the
excipients and is counselled on the dosing regimen.

Actions Required

Supporting information

- Apraclonidine 10mg/mil (1%)
Product Apracionidine d5m9’m' (0.5%) eye Brimonidine 0.2% eye drops preservative free unit dose
ops eye drops”
I Reduction of elevated IOP in patients
?I:I EDTW itf ;I;S ggg;ti':epmgﬁgﬂ with open angle glaucoma or ocular
maximally tolerated medical therapy hypertension: as monotherapy in Control or prevention of post-
Licensed who require additional intraocular patients in whom topical beta-blocker surgical elevations in IOP in
indication pressure (IOP) reduction to delay therapy Is contra-indicated, and as patients after anterior
|aser treatment or glaucoma ad_junctwe_ the_rapy to other IOP segment laser surgery.
surgery lowering medications when target I10P
' is not achieved with a single agent.
One drop into eye scheduled
for operation 1 hour before
. One drop into affected eye(s) twice initiating anterior segment
Dosage One drop ltrilﬁr? eiﬁe‘;::zieye{s} three daily. laser surgery. A second drop
per day. into same eye immediately
upon completion of laser
surgical procedure.

*Red listed drug on most hospital formularies
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Links to further information

SmPC apraclonidine (lopidine®) 5mag/ml eye drops
SmPC brimonidine 0.2% eye drops
SmPC apraclonidine (lopidine®) 1% eye drops unit dose preservative free

BNF apraclonidine
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https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/14408/smpc#gref
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=brimonidine+0.2%25+eye+drops
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/14407/smpc#gref
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/apraclonidine/

