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Dear Colleague 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GONORRHOEA VACCINATION PROGRAMME 
 
ACTIONS REQUIRED 
 
GONORRHOEA VACCINATION PROGRAMME 
 
Introduction of new gonorrhoea vaccination programme, primarily for gay, bisexual 
and other men who have sex with men (GBMSM) at higher risk of acquiring these 
infections, delivered by Trust sexual health services from 1 August 2025.  
 
Chief Executives must ensure this information is drawn to the attention of all staff 
involved in sexual health services.  
 
The SPPG must ensure this information is cascaded to all General Practitioners, 
practice managers and community pharmacies for onward distribution to all staff 
involved in sexual health services. 
 

 
1. The Health Minister has accepted the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 

Immunisation (JCVI) advice that the Health Service should implement 
a routine opportunistic gonorrhoea vaccination programme using the 4CMenB 
(Bexsero®) vaccine. 
 

mailto:cmooffice@health-ni.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/meningococcal-b-vaccination-for-the-prevention-of-gonorrhoea-jcvi-advice-10-november/jcvi-advice-on-the-use-of-meningococcal-b-vaccination-for-the-prevention-of-gonorrhoea


 

2. This letter outlines the next steps for delivering the new gonorrhoea 
vaccination programme, via sexual health services to protect individuals and 
reduce the spread of infections, from 1 August 2025. 
 

Eligibility 
 

3. JCVI advised that the vaccination programme should primarily target gay, 
bisexual and other men who have sex with men (GBMSM) who meet the 
eligibility criteria and are at highest risk of exposure to these infections.  There 
may also be a small number of individuals other than GBMSM with a similar 
incidence of infection as the eligible GBMSM groups who may be offered the 
vaccine. 
 

4. Individuals should be identified through sexual health services, using markers 
of high risk of infection, including a recent history of multiple sexual partners 
or recent bacterial sexually transmitted infection.  Full details on the eligible 
cohorts for the programme will be made available in the gonorrhoea chapter 
of the Green Book. 
 

5. Dependent on eligibility, staff should identify opportunities where the vaccine 
can be co-administered or offered alongside other vaccines (such as vaccines 
for Mpox, Hepatitis A or B or Human papillomavirus (HPV)) to maximise 
benefit and reduce the time the person remains unprotected and at risk.  
Mpox (Imvanex®) and 4CMenB (Bexsero®) vaccines can be administered 
with or at any interval before or after all other vaccines. 
 

Start date 
 

6. Providers can begin to start vaccinating eligible people from 
1 August 2025 once a Trust developed Patient Group Direction (PGD) is in 
place and staff are trained. 
 

7. Where a PGD is not yet in place, appropriate arrangements must be made to 
use a Patient Specific Direction (PSD) to ensure the lawful administration of 
the vaccine.  PSDs must be issued by a suitably qualified prescriber for 
named individuals and should be used as an interim measure until the 
relevant Trust developed PGD is finalised and implemented. 

 
Next steps 
 

8. Trusts should now start working to commission sexual health service 
providers to deliver the routine programme.  All sexual health services 
providers should be engaged in plans to consider how they could offer the 
programmes to ensure effective programme coverage and equity of access. 
 

9. The Public Health Agency will publish further operational and clinical guidance 
to support this vaccination programme in the coming weeks. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gonorrhoea-the-green-book-chapter


 

10. We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone involved in the 
planning and operational delivery of the immunisation programme in 
Northern Ireland. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Prof Sir Michael McBride 
Chief Medical Officer 

Ms Maria McIlgorm 
Chief Nursing Officer  

Prof Cathy Harrison 
Chief Pharmaceutical Officer 
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Prof Alan Smyth, QUB 
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This letter is available on the Department of Health website at    

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/topics/professional-medical-and-environmental-health-advice/hssmd-
letters-and-urgent-communications 
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