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Pharmaceutical Services, 2 Franklin Street, Belfast BT2 8DQ
Telephone No. 028 95 36 0333

Medicine Supply Notification: Nifedipine (Adipines XL) 30mg and 60mg modified-
release tablets

Tier 2 — medium impact
Date of issue: 19/12/2025

Medicines Supply Tool — SPS - Specialist Pharmacy Service — The first stop for professional
medicines advice

Summary

e Nifedipine (Adipine® XL) 30mg and 60mg modified-release tablets are out of stock until the
end of January 2026.

e Alternative brands of nifedipine 30mg and 60mg modified-release tablets remain available,
but only some can support increased demand, including Adanif® XL 30mg and 60mg
modified-release tablets and Neozipine® XL 30mg modified-release tablets.

¢ Nifedipine (Coracten® XL) 30mg and 60mg modified-release capsules remain available and
can support increased demand.

e Serious Shortage Protocols (SSP) for Adipine® XL 30mg and 60mg tablets were issued on
19/12/2025.

Information produced by DHSC and disseminated by HSCB Pharmacy and Medicines Management Team. For most
up-to-date information, visit http://www.hscbusiness.hscni.net/services/3065.htm



http://www.hscbusiness.hscni.net/services/3065.htm
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/tools/medicines-supply-tool/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/tools/medicines-supply-tool/
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Actions Required

Prescribers should not initiate new patients on Adipine® XL 30mg and 60mg tablets until the
supply issues have resolved.

Where existing patients have insufficient supplies of Adipine® XL 30mg or 60mg tablets to last
until the re-supply date, prescribers should:

. consider prescribing alternative brands of nifedipine 30mg and 60mg modified-release
tablets (that can support increased demand) at the equivalent dose (see Supporting
information), advising patients of the change in brand; or

. consider prescribing Coracten® XL 30mg or 60mg capsules (see Supporting
information), ensuring that the gelatin content is acceptable to patients, there is no intolerance to
any of the excipients, and patients are counselled on the change in brand and formulation (and
number of capsules per dose if applicable).

When switching between brands, patients may require closer monitoring initially to ensure blood
pressure/angina symptoms remain controlled, and they should be advised to report any adverse
effects.

Community pharmacists and dispensing doctors should:

. where a prescription for Adipine® XL 30mg tablets or Adipine® XL 60mg tablets is
presented and cannot be fulfilled, supply an alternative preparation in accordance with SSP084
and SSPO085. Serious Shortage Protocols ( SSP's ) - Business Services Organisation (BSO)
Website for eligible patients;

. ensure patients are counselled on the change in brand and/or formulation; and

. if the patient is deemed ineligible or does not consent to receive an alternative product
via the SSP, they should be promptly referred back to the prescriber.

Information produced by DHSC and disseminated by HSCB Pharmacy and Medicines Management Team. For most
up-to-date information, visit http://www.hscbusiness.hscni.net/services/3065.htm



http://www.hscbusiness.hscni.net/services/3065.htm
https://bso.hscni.net/directorates/operations/family-practitioner-services/pharmacy/contractor-information/drug-tariff-and-related-materials/serious-shortage-protocols-ssps/
https://bso.hscni.net/directorates/operations/family-practitioner-services/pharmacy/contractor-information/drug-tariff-and-related-materials/serious-shortage-protocols-ssps/
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Supporting information

Clinical information

MPS 3450

Adipine® XL 30mg and 60mg tablets and Coracten® XL 30mg and 60mg capsules are once daily
modified-release nifedipine preparations, licensed for the treatment of hypertension and the
prophylaxis of chronic stable angina pectoris. The capsule formulation may not be acceptable to

some patients on cultural or religious grounds due to its gelatin content.

The BNF highlights that different versions of modified-release nifedipine preparations may not
have the same clinical effect. To avoid confusion between these different formulations, prescribers
should specify the brand to be dispensed.

Supply information

Table 1: Availability of nifedipine modified-release tablets/capsules

Nifedipine modified-release
tablets/capsules that can
support increased demand
during the shortage of Adipine®
XL 30mg tablets

Nifedipine modified-release
tablets/capsules that can
support increased demand

during the shortage of Adipine®

XL 60mg tablets

Nifedipine modified-release
tablets/capsules that
cannot support increased
demand

Adanif® XL 30mg tablets
Neozipine® XL 30mg tablets
Coracten® XL 30mg capsules

Adanif® XL 60mg tablets
Coracten® XL 60mg capsules
Coracten® XL 30mg capsules (to
be made up to the required dose)

Adalat® LA 30mag tablets
Neozipine® XL 60mg tablets

Links to further information

BNF Nifedipine Nifedipine | Drugs | BNF | NICE

SmPC Adanif® XL Search Results - (emc)

SmPC Adipine® XL Search Results - (emc)

SmPC Coracten® XL Search Results - (emc)

SmPC Neozipine® XL 30mg tablets Microsoft Word - 2926773460326144476 spc-doc.doc

Serious shortage protocols (SSPs) | BSO website Serious Shortage Protocols ( SSP's) -

Business Services Organisation (BSO) Website

Information produced by DHSC and disseminated by HSCB Pharmacy and Medicines Management Team. For most

up-to-date information, visit http://www.hscbusiness.hscni.net/services/3065.htm



http://www.hscbusiness.hscni.net/services/3065.htm
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/nifedipine/
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=Adanif+
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=adipine+xl
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=coracten
https://mhraproducts4853.blob.core.windows.net/docs/02b4eec7f2b7ca51727e5b3df2c942b55a73bdf6
https://bso.hscni.net/directorates/operations/family-practitioner-services/pharmacy/contractor-information/drug-tariff-and-related-materials/serious-shortage-protocols-ssps/
https://bso.hscni.net/directorates/operations/family-practitioner-services/pharmacy/contractor-information/drug-tariff-and-related-materials/serious-shortage-protocols-ssps/
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e SmPC Fixapost® Preservative Free Eye Drops Fixapost Preservative Free Eye Drops -
Summary of Product Characteristics (SmPC) - (emc) | 9830

e SmPC Vizilatan® Duo 50 micrograms/mL + 5 mg/mL eye drops, solution Vizilatan Duo 50
micrograms/mL + 5 mg/mL eye drops, solution - Summary of Product Characteristics
(SMPC) - (emc) | 15686
PIL Vizilatan Duo® 50 micrograms/mL + 5 mg/mL eye drops, solution Hreferralspccleanen
SmPC MONOPOST® (latanoprost) 50 mcg/ml eye drops, solution in single-dose container
MONOPOST latanoprost 50 mcg/ml eye drops, solution in single-dose container -
Summary of Product Characteristics (SmPC) - (emc) | 2978

e Serious shortage protocols (BSO website) Serious Shortage Protocols ( SSP's ) - Business
Services Organisation (BSO) Website

e SmPC Eysano® (timolol) 5mg/ml Eye Drops, Solution Eysano 5mg/ml Eye Drops, Solution
- Summary of Product Characteristics (SmPC) - (emc) | 2534
BNF Latanoprost with timolol Latanoprost with timolol | Drugs | BNFE | NICE

e BNF Treatment summary - Glaucoma and ocular hypertension Glaucoma and ocular
hypertension | Treatment summaries | BNF | NICE

e CKS Glaucoma Glaucoma | Health topics Ato Z | CKS | NICE

Information produced by DHSC and disseminated by HSCB Pharmacy and Medicines Management Team. For most
up-to-date information, visit http://www.hscbusiness.hscni.net/services/3065.htm
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https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/9830/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/9830/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/15686/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/15686/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/15686/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/files/pil.15686.pdf
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/2978/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/2978/smpc
https://bso.hscni.net/directorates/operations/family-practitioner-services/pharmacy/contractor-information/drug-tariff-and-related-materials/serious-shortage-protocols-ssps/
https://bso.hscni.net/directorates/operations/family-practitioner-services/pharmacy/contractor-information/drug-tariff-and-related-materials/serious-shortage-protocols-ssps/
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/2534/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/2534/smpc
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/latanoprost-with-timolol/
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/treatment-summaries/glaucoma-and-ocular-hypertension/
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/treatment-summaries/glaucoma-and-ocular-hypertension/
https://cks.nice.org.uk/topics/glaucoma/

