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Pharmaceutical Services, 2 Franklin Street, Belfast BT2 8DQ
Telephone No. 028 95 36 0333

Medicine Supply Notification: Hypurin® Porcine 30/70 Mix (insulin isophane biphasic
porcine) 100units/ml suspension for injection 3ml cartridges

Tier 2 — medium impact

Date of issue: 29/12/2025

Medicines Supply Tool — SPS - Specialist Pharmacy Service — The first stop for professional
medicines advice

Summary

e Hypurin® Porcine 30/70 Mix 100units/ml suspension for injection 3ml cartridges will be out of
stock until mid-January 2026.

e The remaining stock of Hypurin® Porcine 30/70 Mix 100units/ml suspension for injection 3ml
cartridges will expire on 31 December 2025.

e Hypurin® Porcine 30/70 Mix suspension for injection 10ml vials are being discontinued, but
stock remains available until February 2026 and can support increased demand. A Medicine
Supply Notification was issued on 25 July 2025.

Actions Required

Clinicians in primary care should:

e not initiate new patients on Hypurin® Porcine 30/70 Mix cartridges until the shortage has
resolved;

e identify and contact patients currently prescribed Hypurin® Porcine 30/70 Mix cartridges to
confirm their current stock holding;

e where patients have previously used Hypurin® Porcine 30/70 Mix vials, consider prescribing
this presentation temporarily, ensuring there is appropriate personnel in the practice to train
and refresh patients on how to safely draw and administer a subcutaneous dose with the
correct technique; or

e where there are no appropriate personnel in the practice to ensure patients can draw up and
administer a subcutaneous dose safely, or where patients have no history of using Hypurin®
Porcine 30/70 Mix vials refer to local diabetes specialist services for advice on temporary
management options for the duration of the duration of the Hypurin® Porcine 30/70 Mix
100units/ml suspension for injection 3ml cartridges shortage.
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Diabetes teams should:

e where patients have previously used Hypurin® Porcine 30/70 Mix vials, consider prescribing
this presentation temporarily, ensuring they can draw up and administer a subcutaneous dose
safely, or

e where this is not suitable, consider prescribing an alternative insulin cartridge in line with local
guidelines, and consider the patient’'s manual dexterity and vision, ensuring patients are
provided with training on the new device, dose to be administered, and signposted to training
videos where available. It should be noted that porcine and human insulin are not equivalent
unit for unit and significant dose reductions may need to be considered when switching from
porcine to human insulin;

e advise patients that closer monitoring of blood glucose levels is required initially and to inform
the prescriber where readings are less stable than usual, in case the insulin dose needs to be
adjusted; and

e provide patients with the appropriate ancillaries and a sharps bin for safe disposal of needles.

Clinicians should ensure that patients are reviewed and switched back to Hypurin® Porcine 30/70
Mix cartridges once the supply issue has resolved.

Supporting information

Porcine and human insulins

Structurally, porcine insulin differs from human insulin by one amino acid. Like human insulin,
porcine insulin is available in various formulations (soluble, isophane, 30/70 Mix). Although there
have been historical reports that transfer to human insulin was associated with loss of the warning
symptoms of hypoglycaemia in some patients, which resulted in higher frequencies of severe
hypoglycaemia, many studies have refuted an increased incidence of hypoglycaemia.

Administration of insulin using vial and syringe

Correct size of needle is essential to ensure insulin is injected into subcutaneous tissue rather
than into muscle. Insulin should be injected at a 90-degree angle. When using an 8mm insulin
needle and syringe, a lifted skin fold (two finger pinch) should be used to avoid intramuscular
insulin administration.
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Links to further information

BNF Insulin

BNF Insulin preparations

SPC: Hypurin insulin products

NICE guidance: Type 1 diabetes in adults (insulin therapy)
NICE CKS: Insulin therapy in type 1 diabetes

NICE CKS: Insulin therapy in type 2 diabetes

NICE CKS: Insulin therapy- injection technigue
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