MPS 3493

m Business Services
4 Organisation

Pharmaceutical Services, 2 Franklin Street, Belfast BT2 8DQ
Telephone No. 028 95 36 0333

Medicine Supply Notification: Cefixime (Supraxe) 200mq tablets
Tier 2 — medium impact
Date of issue: 30/03/2026

Medicines Supply Tool — SPS - Specialist Pharmacy Service — The first stop for professional
medicines advice

Summary

e Cefixime (Suprax®) 200mg tablets are in limited supply until mid-October 2026.
e Alternative broad-spectrum antibiotics remain available.
e Unlicensed supplies may be sourced, lead times vary.

ACTIONS REQUIRED

Clinicians should:

e consider the use of alternative broad-spectrum antibiotics in line with local and national
guidance (see supporting information)
e reserve residual stocks of cefixime 200mg tablets for:

o patients with uncomplicated ano-genital and pharyngeal gonococcal infection who
are needle phobic, or where alternative oral antibiotics are not clinically
appropriate

o use as prophylaxis against diarrhoea in severely neutropenic patients being
treated with irinotecan, where other broad-spectrum antibiotics are not deemed
clinically appropriate, considering appropriateness of use only during the nadir
period to preserve stock

e consider the use of unlicensed cefixime 200mg tablets only where licensed alternatives
are not appropriate or available; and

e if the above options are not considered appropriate, seek advice from specialists on
management options.

Information produced by DHSC and disseminated by HSCB Pharmacy and Medicines Management Team. For most
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Supporting information

Clinical Information

Cefixime is an orally active third generation cephalosporin which has in vitro bactericidal activity
against a wide variety of Gram-positive and Gram-negative organisms. It is indicated for the
treatment of acute infections such as those affecting the upper and lower respiratory tract, and the
urinary tract. It is also used to treat uncomplicated ano-genital and pharyngeal gonococcal
infections in adults who are not suitable for ceftriaxone injection due to needle phobia or
contraindications. Other uses include prophylaxis against diarrhoea in severely neutropenic
patients treated with irinotecan.

Guidance on ordering and prescribing unlicensed imports

The following specialist importers have confirmed they can source unlicensed cefixime 200mg
tablets (please note there may be other companies that can also source supplies):

e Alium Medical
e Genetech Pharmaceuticals Limited

Any decision to prescribe an unlicensed medicine must consider the relevant guidance and NHS
Trust or local governance procedures. Unlicensed imports do not undergo any central quality
assessment or suitability evaluation. Therefore, any import must be locally assessed in line with
local unlicensed medicines processes.

Please see the links below for further information:

. The supply of unlicensed medicinal products, Medicines and Healthcare products
Regulatory Agency (MHRA) The supply of unlicensed medicinal products _special GN14.pdf
. Professional Guidance for the Procurement and Supply of Specials, Royal Pharmaceutical
Society specials-professional-guidance.pdf

. Prescribing unlicensed medicines, General Medical Council (GMC) Prescribing unlicensed
medicines - professional standards - GMC

When prescribing a product that is not licensed in the UK due to a supply issue with the licensed
alternative prescribers must indicate on the HS21 prescription that an unlicensed product is
required, with the following wording: “special order”
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e SPC Cefixime (Suprax®) 200mg tablets Suprax 200mg Tablets - Summary of Product
Characteristics (SmPC) - (emc) | 15047

BNF Cefixime Cefixime | Drugs | BNE | NICE
e BASHH- Gonorrhoea 2025: Updated Guideline British Association of Sexual Health and

HIV UK National Guideline for the Management of infection with Neisseria gonorrhoeae,
2025

e NICE: Infections resource Infections | Topic | NICE

Links to further information:
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https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/15047/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/15047/smpc
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/cefixime/#indications-and-dose
https://www.bashh.org/_userfiles/pages/files/fiferetal2025britishassociationofsexualhealthandhivuknationalguidelineforthemanagementofinfection_1.pdf
https://www.bashh.org/_userfiles/pages/files/fiferetal2025britishassociationofsexualhealthandhivuknationalguidelineforthemanagementofinfection_1.pdf
https://www.bashh.org/_userfiles/pages/files/fiferetal2025britishassociationofsexualhealthandhivuknationalguidelineforthemanagementofinfection_1.pdf
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/conditions-and-diseases/infections

