
 
 

 
 

Our Ref: FOI 1997 
 
 
Dear  
 
Your request for information was received on 3rd July 2023 and was dealt with under 
the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Please be advised that the 
Business Services Organisation (BSO) has now completed its search for the 
information you requested in relation to antidepressants prescribed to children aged 0 
to 15 across Northern Ireland between 2012 and 2022. 
 
 Please find this information enclosed.  
 
I hope that the information provided assists you. If you are dissatisfied in any way with 
the handling of your request, you have the right to request a review. You should do 
this as soon as possible or in any case within two months of the date of issue of this 
letter, as the BSO, along with all other public authorities are not obliged to accept 
internal review requests after this period has lapsed. 
 
In the event that you require a review to be undertaken, you can do so by writing to 
 
Information Governance Manager,  
2 Franklin Street,  
Belfast,  
BT2 8DQ 
 
If, following an internal review, carried out by an independent decision-making panel, 
you remain dissatisfied in any way with the handling of the request, you may make a 
complaint under Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act, to the Information 
Commissioner’s Office and ask that they investigate whether the BSO has 
complied with the terms of the Freedom of Information Act. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
4th August 2023 
 
BY EMAIL 
l  
 
 
 

 
Chief Executive  
2 Franklin Street 
BELFAST 
BT2 8DQ 
 
Tel:        028 9536 3863 
Email:    FOI.BSO@hscni.net 



   

   
 

 
You can contact Information Commissioner at: 
 
Website:  www.ico.org.uk 
Phone:  0303 123 1113 
Email:  casework@ico.org.uk 
Post:  Information Commissioner's Office 

3rd Floor, 14 Cromac Place 
Belfast 
BT7 2JB 

 
In most circumstances the Information Commissioner will not investigate a complaint 
unless an internal review procedure has been carried out. However, the Commissioner 
has the option to investigate the matter at his discretion. 

 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Karen Bailey 
Chief Executive 
 
Enc 











General notes 

• BSO dispensing data does not record the condition for which a drug has been prescribed. 

Therefore not all antidepressant items may have been prescribed to treat a depressive illness. 

• There are differences in prescription dispensing and processing in Northern Ireland compared 

with other parts of the UK. This should be noted if these statistics are used in comparisons with 

equivalent data from other UK regions. For example, there is no outpatient dispensing in 

Northern Ireland. 

• The information contained in this response is derived from matching patient attributes, such as 

age, sex and geographical location, to prescription records. This process relies on data 

captured during the scanning of paper prescriptions submitted for payment by pharmacists to 

BSO.  

 
Due to the limitations of this process, patient data is not retrieved for a percentage of 

prescriptions dispensed. 

 

Patient data was available for around 80% to 90% of items between 2013/14 and 2016/17, 

before decreasing to lows of around 75% in 2017/18 and 2018/19. Since 2019/20, this scan 

rate increased to around 90% of items dispensed. 

 

This means that all figures provided should be treated as estimates and that variations in 

scanning performance might contribute to changes in dispensing trends over time, especially 

when smaller numbers of prescriptions are involved. This limitation will particularly impact any 

analysis involving item counts as not all items, with their associated patient characteristics, will 

have been captured in any given year. 

Although patient numbers are also based on prescription scans, the accuracy of the data is 

greater as it relates to all those patients who had a least one prescription dispensed over the 

course of the year. As many patients will have had multiple prescriptions dispensed over the 

course of a year for this type of medication, it raises the probability that they will be captured on 

at least one occasion over the year through a successful scan. 




